
Discours pour la remise des insignes d’officier de Légion d’Honneur 

   au Lieutenant général Mart de Kruif. 

 

 

 

Generals, Officers, Non-officers, ladies and gentlemen, 

 

 

I feel deeply honored and thoroughly pleased to award today to Lieutenant 

General Mart de Kruif , Commander of The Koninklijke Landmacht the insignia 

of "Officier de la Légion d’Honneur" (Officer in the Legion of Honor order). 

 

Created on May 1802 by Napoléon Bonaparte,"l’ordre de la Légion d’Honneur" 

(the Legion of Honor Order) is the highest ranking decoration order in France 

and is awarded to distinguished military and civilian authorities whom France 

wants to reward for their merit. 

 

Awarding this decoration to foreign high ranking authorities as you, mon 

Général, is a recognition of your prominent contribution to bi-lateral relationship 

between the Netherlands and France. 

 

But before awarding you these insignia, allow me, mon Général, to briefly recall 

the milestones of your career. 

 

As a military commander and man of action, you devoted a large part of your 

career to highly operational positions. 

 

As an infantry officer, you started in the 11th Infantry Batalion as a platoon 

leader, then company commander. Having completed the Army staff college in 

Den Haag, you set up to Germany , first in Seedorf as the S3 of the 41rst 

Mechanized Brigade, then in Hamburg as a graduate at the Command and 

General Saff Officer course. After 3 years spent at the Directorate of Operations 

in Den Haag, you take command of the 42
nd

 Infantry Battalion in Seedorf.  

As the OIC of your battalion, you are deployed in Bosnia-Herzegovina 

committed to SFOR.  

After 1 year spent at the US Army War College in Pennsylvania, you are Deputy 

Head of Army Operations. Promoted as a Brigadier General, you take command 

of the 13
th
 Mechanized Brigade in Havelte, heavily deployed in ISAF operation 

in Afghanistan. Then, as a Major General, from October 2008 to November 

2009, you are in command of 45.000 troops as the Regional Commander South 

in Afghanistan. 

After one year as the deputy, you reach the highest possible position in the 

Royal Netherlands Army, being the Commander since the 25
th
 October 2001.    



 

 

Ever since, you focused hard on military cooperation with France. Willing to 

strengthen the link between the two land forces, you committed the Netherlands 

Army into a deep relationship with France through common training and 

exercises. 

 

Your awarding of the insignia of "Officier de la Légion d’Honneur" (Officer in 

the Legion of Honor order) today is a token of the gratitude of France for all 

your efforts to set up a fruitful bilateral cooperation between French and Dutch 

land forces. 

 
 


