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Misters Public Prosecutors, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am very pleased to welcome you today at the French Embassy, in this beautiful 
meeting room with a magnificent view of the Peace Palace, for this workshop on judicial 
and customs cooperation. 

The year 2014 will be remembered as a highlight of bilateral relationship between our 
two countries. Indeed Mr. François HOLLANDE came in the Netherlands in January for 
an official visit at the invitation of his Majesty the King and Mr. Prime Minister, Mark 
RUTTE. Such an event hadn't occurred for nearly 15 years. That visit was followed in 
February by the visit in Rotterdam of Mr. Manuel VALLS, French Minister of the 
Interior, at the invitation of Mr. Ivo OPSTELTEN, Minister for Security and Justice. 

To come back to our agenda, I would like to stress that the Netherlands and France have 
a strong and ancient relationship on judicial and customs matters. I thank Mr. Thierry 
PONS and Mr. Nicolas LE GALL, for the initiative of that workshop. 

Indeed, our cooperation is especially vibrant in those matters.  

The results are very encouraging. But they could be even higher in the next years if we 
continue to learn about each other and to strengthen our cooperation.  

A Dutch proverb says: "Vele handen maken licht werk". Indeed, there's room for 
everyone who provides support to fighting fraud and wants to dismantle criminal 
organisations. 

Mr. PONS and Mr. LE GALL drafted an agenda focus on achieving this goal. I hope it 
will reach your own expectation. 

Unfortunately, I will not be able to attend the meeting, but I will pay close attention to 
any initiatives, arising from this workshop, in order to enhance a closer cooperation in 
judicial and customs matters.  

Now, I will let you work and I give the floor to Mr. PONS and Mr. LE GALL. 
 


