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INTRODUCTION 

How can we collectively avoid that there are more plastics than fish in the 
oceans by 2050?  
 
With the recent ban on single-use plastics the European Union has set 
ambitious standards on reducing marine litter, paving the way for the rest 
of the world. What do the new rules imply and importantly, which 
innovations can start-ups contribute with? 
 
The French and German Embassies to the Netherlands, together with the 
European Parliament Liaison Office and the European Commission 
Representation in the Netherlands, kindly invite you to their conference on 
plastic waste on 11 October 2019.  
 
During the conference we will link policy makers with start-ups to discuss 
best practices, opportunities and challenges of recycling, reducing and 
replacing plastics. Aside from listening to policy makers and start-ups we 
want to hear about your ideas! Expect an interactive session with 
interesting speakers from the field and inspiring pitches from different 
European start-ups.  
 
The conference provides you with an excellent opportunity to share your 
ideas with a network of relevant organizations, in the run-up to next 
summit on plastics, co-hosted by the French and Dutch Secretaries of State 
in 2020.    
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PROGRAMME 

10:30 – 11:00 Walk-in 

11:00 – 11:05 Welcome  
Ambassador of France, H.E Luis Vassy  

Ambassador of Germany, H. E Dirk Brengelmann 

11:05 – 11:10 Inspirational pitch 
Philip Ehrhorn 

11:10 – 11:20 Keynote speech Plastic waste and pollution: 

recycle, reduce or replace? 
Joanna Drake 

11:20 – 11:25  Introduction panel discussion: The future of 

recycling  

Bas Eickhout 

11:25 – 11:50 Panel discussion: The Future of recycling 
Policy: Bas Eickhout 
Business: Michael Schneider 
Research: Sonja Wegge 

11:50  – 11:55  Q&A and discussion statements 

11:55 – 12:00 Inspirational pitch French start-up  

Eléonore Blondeau 

12:00 – 12:25 Panel discussion: Reduce or replace: Should we 

change our products, our mindset or both?  
Policy: Sandra Onwijn 
Business: Hildagarde McCarville 
Research: Dr. Katharina Beyerl 

12:25  – 12:30 Q&A and discussion statements 

12:30 – 12:40 Wrap-up: Closing remarks moderator 

12:40 – 13:45 Lunch – Networking 
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Dirk Brengelmann 
Ambassador of Germany to the Netherlands 
https://niederlande.diplo.de 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luis Vassy 
Ambassador of France to the Netherlands 
https://nl.ambafrance.org 
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SPEAKERS 

Philip Ehrhorn 
Co-inventor, The Great Bubble Barrier 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/philip-ehrhorn-078894145/  
 
 

Kestutis Sadauskas 
Director for Circular Economy and Green Growth  

in DG Environment (ENV) 

 Kęstutis Sadauskas assumed his role as the Director for Green Economy in Directorate 

General Environment of the European Commission on 1 November 2014. The task of 

the directorate is to support the transformation of the European Union into a Circular 

Economy that uses its resources efficiently and decouples economic growth from 

environmental impact and resource use. It aims at enhancing competitiveness through 

eco-innovation, promotion of recycling and progressive waste management, and 

addressing impact of chemicals. 

Kęstutis Sadauskas holds a Master's Degree in International Relations at the Institute of Political Science and 

International Relations, and a Master Degree in Geography. 

https://niederlande.diplo.de/nl-de/vertretungen/botschaft/-/1356610
https://nl.ambafrance.org/Biographie-de-l-ambassadeur-de-France-aux-Pays-Bas-25669
https://www.linkedin.com/in/philip-ehrhorn-078894145/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/philip-ehrhorn-078894145/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/philip-ehrhorn-078894145/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/philip-ehrhorn-078894145/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/philip-ehrhorn-078894145/


Having a background in Packaging Engineering, Sonja gained several years of hands-on 
experience in industry before joining the New Plastics Economy Initiative of the Ellen 
MacArthur Foundation. 
She leads the Foundation’s Plastics Pact programme - a network of national and regional 
initiatives bringing together businesses, governments and NGOs to collaborate and innovate 
towards the circular economy for plastics.  

Sonja Wegge 
Project Manager, Ellen MacArthur Foundation 

Michael J. Schneider, press spokesperson and manager press relations and PR at 

REMONDIS, is responsible for all press and public relations of Germany's largest private 

recycling and water management company. REMONDIS is active in 34 countries on 4 

continents and provides recycling and water management services for more than 30 

million people. The company processes about 35 million tons of recycled raw materials 

annually and generates a total turnover of € 7.9 billion. 

  

 

Michael J. Schneider  
Senior Press Officer, Remondis 

Bas Eickhout 
MEP / Member of the Committee on the Environment,  

Public Health and Food Safety (GroenLinks) 
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Bas Eickhout (1976, Groesbeek) studied Chemistry and Environmental Science at the 

Radboud University in Nijmegen and lives in Utrecht. Since 2000, he worked as a 

researcher at the Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency (Planbureau voor de 

Leefomgeving). He worked on several projects which had to do with international 

environmental problems, such as climate change, agriculture, land-use and biofuels.  

SPEAKERS 

He co-authored the IPCC report on climate change which received the 2007 Nobel Peace Price. Bas Eickhout is a 

member of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety and a substitute member of the 

Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs and the Committee on Budgetary Control  He is also a member of 

the Delegation for relations with the People's Republic of China and a substitute member of the Delegation for 

relations with the United States. Eickhout is delegation leader of the Dutch Greens in the Parliament. 

 

Based on his academic career as communication scientist and English linguist, Michael Schneider had gained his PR 

expertise in the IT and energy sectors before joining the waste management and recycling industry in 2007. At 

REMONDIS, Schneider focuses on the implementation and communication of sustainable production and resource 

management for our planet with a special focus on the contribution of the recycling industry to tackle climate change 

and sustain industrial resources through recycling. 

  

 
 



After a career in management, and a 9-month stay in Australia that she fully funded at the 

age of 19, Eléonore integrated a dual degree course at the Lycée Ozenne in Toulouse: 

Preparatory class for Business Schools and a Bachelor in Administration and Business 

Management that allowed her to join emlyon business school in 2013. Passionate about 

the environment, Eléonore will be in charge of the association of sustainable development 

of the school for 2 years and will carry out a first internship within the Corporate Social 

Responsibility department of DELOITTE as Head of Environment, then a second internship 

in B2B product marketing at EDF ENR Solaire.  

Éléonore Blondeau 
Chair of CED’IN, Founder of Clean Cup 
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Graduated from emlyon business school in 2015, Eléonore chose entrepreneurship to promote eco-responsibility and 

evolve in a challenging environment. Her assets for the project are her interpersonal skills and her experience in project 

management with tight timings. Graduated from a High Business School, she enjoys a network of excellence that 

supports her in the development of CleanCup®. 

Sandra Onwijn works for the Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management. As a 

Head of Unit she works on realizing a 100% Circular Economy in the Netherlands by 

2050. She mainly works on a better use and reduction of Plastics on a national and 

European level. As well as on closing the loop for textiles. She is convinced of the 

importance of public-private collaboration to close the plastics and textiles cycles. Sandra 

is an experienced manager on a central public administration level.  

Sandra Onwijn 
MT-lid Circulaire Economie,  

Dutch Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management 

Before working on a circular economy she worked on a strategic human resources policy for the central government, 

social housing and on a multi-level working method promoting cooperation between cities, the central government and 

other stakeholders in order to stimulate economic growth, livability and innovation in the Netherlands. 

 

Katharina Beyerl is a psychologist with focus on environmental psychology and holds a 

PhD in Geography. Since 2012, she has been working at the Institute for Advanced 

Sustainability Studies in Potsdam, Germany. She studies perceptions of the socio-

ecological crisis and coping strategies in order to support a transition to more sustainable 

lifestyles. Currently, she leads a project on human perceptions and behavioral patterns 

related to plastics. The project is funded for a duration of three years by the German 

Ministry for Education and Research. Based on interviews with experts and consumers, 

focus groups, and a representative online survey the project team analyses consumers’ 

motivations and behavioral barriers to reduce plastic packaging for food and beverages. 

Katharina Beyerl   
Research associate, University of Potsdam 

In 2020, the results of the empirical studies will be discussed in a round table with stakeholders from politics,  

administration, economy, NGOs and science to deduce options for a more sustainable use of plastics. 

 

SPEAKERS 



Hildagarde is the CEO of Veolia in the Netherlands since April 2014. Veolia is a services 

company that supports businesses and cities in the management of their resources (being 

energy, water and waste materials). Throughout the world, with a staff of 187,000 and 160 

years of experience, Veolia enables clients to get access to scarce resources, recover or reuse 

resources or reduce their consumption of same.  Prior to this, Hildagarde was the CEO of 

Dalkia B.V. in the Netherlands, having transferred to the Netherlands from Dublin, where she 

held various positions. Hildagarde previously worked for companies within the ICT services 

sector such as I.T. Alliance and Cambridge Technology Partners (now Novell Inc) and prior to 

that as a Chartered Accountant working in practice. Hildagarde is also a non executive 

director of Veolia Ireland plc. 

Hildagarde McCarville 
CEO, Veolia Nederland 
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SPEAKERS 
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MODERATOR 

Birte ten Hoopen  

Interpreneur for the international cultural sector  

After finishing her theatre study at the Amsterdam University of the Arts, and working in 

the (inter)national field for several years (Surinam / China / Ghana / Tjetjen / India / 

Marocco), she got her pre-master Cultural Anthropology at the University Utrecht and 

succesfully completed the Leadership Program for the Arts and Culture (LinC) at the 

University of Utrecht. She now works as an interpreneur for the international cultural 

sector.  

A fun, humorous and energetic host. A sharp listener, goal-oriented, challenging, yet always with an eye on the 

positive.  

"Birte sees opportunities and often turns things around, so that the other side is highlighted. That's why you want to 

work with her, she looks a bit different and thereafter gives people the space to fully utilize their talent.”  

Quote Ellen de Man Lapidoth.  

Clients: Rijksmuseum, Hands On International, Gemeente Amsterdam, Gemeente Rotterdam, LinC .  

 


