
                                                                                                                    
 
 
Chers invités, chers amis et chère famille,   
Tout d'abord, je voudrais vous remercier, Monsieur l'Ambassadeur, de nous 
recevoir ici, à la Résidence de France. 
Merci aussi a monsieur Jan-Peter Balkenende pour son soutien à notre projet, 
J'aimerais également remercier le Colonel Nogrette, qui a permis la réalisation 
de cette journée.  
Enfin, je tiens à remercier Monsieur Bagot, fils d'un commando numéro quatre, 
pour sa présence aujourd'hui. 
 
Je suis impressionné, honoré et peut-être un peu timide d’être ici aujourd’hui. 
C'est un grand honneur pour moi de recevoir cette décoration.  
Qui l'aurait pensé ? Je suis très fier et reconnaissant. J’aurais bien voulu 
continuer mon discours dans votre belle langue, mais mon niveau de français 
ne le permet pas et donc je poursuis en anglais. 
 
Now I will continue in English. 
As a young boy of seven I was taken for a ride in a ww2 Willys jeep by mister 
Minus Goud, the journey ended at my then hometown of Krabbendijke but 
little did I realize the impact that journey would make on my life.  
Firstly it got me hooked on the history of ww2 but also impressed on me the 
impact war has on people. 
 
Many stories have been lost forever whilst others have been recorded for 
posterity, stories of both hope and despair.  
It is these stories that are so important to understand and remember to this 
day and age. 
 
We celebrate 75 years of freedom this year, freedom to be cherished and not 
to take for granted. 
These stories are still told today and gain in importance in our ever changing 
world. Lest we forget. 
 
The freedom we enjoy today was fought for decades ago, many lives were lost. 
Personally for me the field of honour in my hometown of Kapelle for the fallen 
French soldiers is an ever reminding example of this sacrifice for our freedom. 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                    
 
Our museum pays tribute to the memory of those that made the ultimate 
sacrifice, to the more than 600 Frenchmen that fought and died here and  
especially the 228 that found their last resting place in Kapelle.  
Keeping their memories alive for all to witness, it shows hope for peace in time 
of despair and that a new war after 75 years of peace in our countries seems 
unthinkable. 
 
The stories I heard as a young boy told by veterans and civilians alike and the 
impressive field of honour, is what gave me the inspiration to start the 
museum. 
 
Today I would like to dedicate this Order of Merit to those who fought for our 
freedom, to all the people that left their country and loved ones to give us our 
freedom. For the French soldiers of whom only a few have heard about, for 
what they did for us at both the beginning and the end of the war. It is them 
that I want to honour. 
We have been very lucky to have met a few of them and make lasting 
friendships and bonds over the years sharing their memories, but sadly we 
have lost in the last 12 months Mr Patrick Churchill of no.4 Commando, 
Donatien Hamon of the 271RI and Maurice Le Noury of the SAS.  
Although they lived to a grand old age, their parting still hurts and we are left 
honouring their memories. 
 
I realize that I could not have done this all on my own and there are others that 
should be standing next to me on this honourable occasion. 
Without the volunteers I could not have done this and I would like to mention a 
few today in particular: Louis Brugghe, Jacco Mol, Jochem Schmetz and Jurian 
Romijn. 
 
I would also like to mention the French Defence Attaché, Colonel Sylvain 
Nogrette. We want to thank you especially for all your help in our 
commemorations here in the Netherlands. We wish you all the best on your 
return to France. 
And a big thanks also to Kim Groothof, assistant to Colonel Nogrette, over the 
last few years she has been a great help. 
We wish her all the best with her maternity leave and coming birth of her first 
child. 
 
 



                                                                                                                    
 
 
 
Last but not least my own family, they have endured my dedication to the 
museum and field of honour every day. 
A special thanks goes to my wife Jacobien, my son Lennart and to my daughters 
Jasmijn and Manon. 
Without your support all this would not have been possible so this Order of 
Merit is also for you. 
 
I am very moved and proud to receive this Order and will remain so for all time. 
Thank you very much, and thanks to all for attending. 
 
I now present you to mister Jan Peter Balkenende, former Prime Minister of 
the Netherlands, who will give you some insight into our new project, a new 
purpose built museum right next to the French Field of Honour where these 
French heroes will get the honour they so rightly deserve. 
For the realization of this new museum we depend on the help of you all. 
 

Thank you.  


