
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remise des insignes de Chevalier de la Légion d’honneur  

au colonel Michiel Dulfer 

(28 juin 2019, Résidence de France à La Haye)  

Discours prononcé par Philippe Lalliot, Ambassadeur de France aux Pays-Bas 

 

 

 
Dear General Beulen, Commander of the Royal Netherlands Army,  

Dear Colonel Michiel Dulfer,  

Ladies and gentlemen, Dear friends,  

 

It is a pleasure to welcome you all here, at the Residence of France, to present you, 

Colonel Michiel Dulfer, former commanding officer of the Royal Institute for the 

Dutch Veterans and of the Bronbeek Overseas Museum, with the insignia of Chevalier 

de la Légion d’honneur, in the presence of your family, your relatives, your friends 

and your brothers-in-arms.  

 

You are a distinguished historian and cavalry officer, more precisely a Hussars officer, 

distant but faithful heir of the Hussards de la Grande Armée, with an in-depth 

knowledge of Napoleonic epics. I will nevertheless remind our guests that the Ordre 

National de la Légion d’honneur was created by Napoléon Bonaparte in 1802. It is the 

most prestigious decoration that the French Republic can grant.  

 

Always awarded on behalf of the President of the Republic, this decoration has a 

universal meaning: acknowledging both military and civilian merits. All recipients 

place their talent at the service of the common good. This medal testifies also to 

exceptional commitments by our closest allies to our nation.  

 

Colonel Michiel Dulfer, 

 

You were born in Curaçao in 1959 and started your military career in Breda at the 

Royal Military Academy of The Netherlands at the age of 20. Four years later, you 

were promoted to 2
nd

 Lieutenant and became a platoon leader at 103 Armored 

Reconnaissance Battalion stationed in Seedorf, Germany. You brought your platoon to 

the top level, winning the Boeslager Trophy for reconnaissance forces in 1985.  
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Two years later, you were promoted to Captain and, in 1989, you took command of an 

armored reconnaissance company. Between 1992 and 1994, you attended the 

Netherlands Defense College and, after successfully completing the higher staff and 

command course, you were promoted to Major and assigned as S3 Operations Officer 

of 41 Reconnaissance Brigade in Seedorf, Germany.  

 

From 1996 to 2000, you were a lecturer at the Royal Military Academy, lecturing in 

particular on French military strategy. You truly enabled the Netherlands military 

cadets to better understand the role France played and still plays in Europe in military 

matters, advocating closer military cooperation between both our countries. 

 

In 1999 you were deployed to Kosovo as a staff officer at NATO KFOR headquarters. 

As troubles arose in Mitrovica, where French forces were operating, you planned 

several operations around the famous bridges on the Ibar River named Austerlitz and 

Cambronne, providing support and displaying the unity of allied forces.  

 

From 2004 to 2007, you were Head of the Military Science Department of the 

Netherlands Defense College, another important step in a career mixing action, 

including in the most dangerous theaters, and reflection, on the military doctrine and 

especially the French contribution to this doctrine, from the battles led by Napoléon to 

the more recent counter-insurgency operations. 

 

In 2008, back to the field, you were sent to Afghanistan as chief Plans of Task Force 

Uruzgan. It was a very demanding task in a very nasty place, where over the years our 

both countries lost a hundred servicemen.  

 

You offered protection and support to the French operational mentoring and liaison 

teams when they joined Camp Holland. Your knowledge of French military culture 

enabled Task-Force Uruzgan to best employ our soldiers and the Afghan security 

forces, according to French counter-insurgency doctrine developed by David Galula.  

 

From 2013 to 2018, you were the 16
th

 commander of the Royal Institute for the Dutch 

Veterans and of the Bronbeek Overseas Museum. You visited several times the 

Invalides de Paris, privately and officially meeting with the “pensionnaires”, your 

counterpart General Ract Madoux, Governor of the Invalides, and even Prince Jean-

Christophe Napoléon on May 5
th

, 2017.  

 

You opened the doors of Bronbeek to Harry Martens, a Dutchman who served in the 

French Foreign Legion. He was nearly killed in combat by 22 bullets and had lost a 

leg. He also was a Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur. You invited him to come to 

Bronbeek, as it was the best place for him, close to his family around Arnhem.  

 

In a nutshell, from the battles we have fought shoulder to shoulder to the veterans you 

took care of, you have tightened the ties between our nations, putting yourself at the 

service of peace and reconciliation.  
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I must say that memory plays an essential role in our bilateral relationship. Since the 

Second World War, a brotherhood-in-arms has been indeed developed between our 

two countries. It started in Zealand and Brabant as early as May 1940. It continued in 

1944 with Princess Irene Brigade in Normandy, the landings of the French Navy 

commandos in Wassenaar and in Zealand, and with operation Amherst in 1945, where 

700 French paratroopers were dropped over the province of Drenthe. We owe to the 

courage of these soldiers, the free, peaceful and sovereign Europe, we now live in. 

 

This brotherhood-in-arms is still very much vibrant today. Our two countries have 

been committed together since 1945 for peace and security in the world, in the fight 

against oppression and for the strengthening of the rule of law, freedom and 

democracy. Today, the Netherlands and France are present together in the Middle 

East, in Africa, in the Baltic States.   

  

Colonel Dulfer,   

 

The insignia of Knight of the Order of the Legion of Honor that I will now bestow 

upon you is a well-deserved testimony of my country's gratitude for all your 

achievements throughout your outstanding military career, to the service of peace, to 

the veterans you took care of, and to the relations between The Netherlands and 

France. 

 

Colonel Michiel Dulfer, au nom du Président de la République et en vertu des 

pouvoirs qui nous sont conférés, nous vous remettons les insignes de Chevalier de la 

Légion d'Honneur./. 

 
 


