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Geachte Burgemeester, beste Jan, 
Monsieur le Président de la Chambre de commerce, cher Yann  
Madame la Directrice, chère Sylvie  
Dames en heren, Mesdames et Messieurs, 
 
Dit zijn mijn eerste woorden in het Nederlands en dus hoop ik te kunnen 
rekenen op uw geduld. Ik ben blij en vereerd u vandaag te mogen ontmoeten, 
een week nadat ik mijn geloofsbrieven heb aangeboden aan Zijne Majesteit 
Koning Willem-Alexander. Ik ben erg enthousiast om deze nieuwe rol officieel 
op me te nemen. Om u verder leed te besparen, zal ik nu overgaan op het 
Engels.   
 
As I’ve just said it, it’s a great honor and a great pleasure to be among you. In 
the few weeks I have spent here I already measure the  scope and depth of our 
relations but also its potential for further development.  
 
I’ve come from Paris where I spent 7 exciting years, as a close advisor to the 
current Foreign Minister, when he was Minister of Defense and later on as his 
deputy chief of staff at the Quai d’Orsay. You can imagine how trilled I am to 
represent France in the Netherlands after more than 15 years in public service. 
With all of you, I hope to be able to nurture and foster the Dutch-French 
partnership, which ranks among the strongest we have. 
 
In 2 years, President Macron and Prime Minister Rutte already met 6 times 
face-to-face, the latest in Paris for Bastille Day. Our Ministers are not lagging 
behind. For instance, our Junior Ministers for economy met each other in June 



and Amélie de Montchalin, in charge of European affairs, came here in April, 
just a few days after being appointed. 
 
 
My role and my responsibility is to bring this relation to its full potential and for 
that I need you. I would like to evoke 3 areas I will focus on. 
 
1° Economy.  First things first is front of this audience, the Netherlands is 
France’s 7th trading partner, and nearly 1,500 subsidiaries on both sides 
generate € 50 billion in turnover and more than 100,000 jobs in each country. I 
want to congratulate the French chamber of commerce in the Netherlands, 
who has played an active role for the past 40 years to put Dutch and French 
entrepreneurs in contact. I can assure you, both the chambers and the 
companies, of the support of the Embassy and of my personal implication to 
deepen the economic links between France and the Netherlands.  
 
2° Europe. To quote Mark Rutte, when France and the Netherlands agree, then 
Europe can move forward. Actually we’re side by side by side to tackle issue 
such as climate change or the challenge of illegal migrations. The new 
commission in which the Dutch and French commissioners have great 
responsibility constitutes an opportunity to put Europe on the move again. On 
Brexit also, our two countries, which are, the most affected on the among 
continent, work hand in hand to preserve our internal market. 
 
3° Enterprise and Education. Earlier today I was at the University of Utrecht. To 
address the major challenges ahead of us, I am deeply convinced we need to 
rely on the youth, the European youth, in every aspect, including young 
entrepreneurs. I know how supportive the Chamber of commerce has been 
with the French Tech. You paved the way with the startups. I hope we can 
expand this work together.  
 
Let me congratulate you for everything and thank you for your service.  


