
 

 
Cérémonie de remise des insignes d’Officier dans l’Ordre du mérite agricole à 

titre posthume à Monsieur Jan Adriaan de Koning  
et des insignes de Chevalier à Bob Bron 

(26 juin 2018, Résidence de France à La Haye) 
Discours prononcé par Anne Genoud, Consule générale de France aux Pays-Bas 

 

Mesdames et Messieurs,  
C’est un grand honneur de vous accueillir ce soir pour honorer deux 
personnalités néerlandaises qui ont contribué à renforcer l’amitié et la 
coopération entre la France et les Pays-Bas, dans un domaine structurant de 
nos deux pays, la viticulture. Je tiens tout d’abord à excuser Monsieur 
l’Ambassadeur, retenu par l’Assemblée des Etats parties de l’OIAC. Pour 
faciliter la compréhension de tous permettez-moi de continuer ce discours en 
anglais. 
 
Tonight we gather around two people who have devoted an important part of 
their lives to this marker of French culture that is champagne. For several years 
bubbles have been a trend in the Netherlands and the Dutch increasingly 
appreciate bubbles from France and the Champagne region which were once 
reserved for special occasions. More than 2 million bottles are sold each year, 
and consumption continues to grow. We can only congratulate ourselves and 
thank Mr De Koning and Mr Bron. The Netherlands is the 11th largest 
champagne customer in the world, with export volumes increasing by nearly 
4% last year. Nearly 16,000 producers benefit from it. 
 
I also want to have a thought for one of the personalities we honour, who left 
us too early almost 2 years ago, and for his family. In August 2016, we lost an 
exceptional person who devoted a large part of his career to economic 
rapprochement, and beyond, between our two countries.  
 
 



The late Mr Jan Adriaan DE KONING, 
 
Born in The Hague in 1946. The Ambassador had had the opportunity to meet 
him shortly after his arrival in the Netherlands. He keeps a very moving and 
good memory of him, which he asked me to share with you. In short, Mr 
Koning was an accomplished and remarkable entrepreneur. He first started his 
career in an outdoor recreation store, which was very popular with fishermen. 
This experience enabled him to open his first wholesale business in fishing tools 
and to come into contact with Helly Hansen, a Norwegian clothing brand. Very 
quickly his excellent commercial skills, allowed him to be promoted importer 
for this brand for which he sold clothing and survival equipment to oil 
companies. Helly Hansen's CEO was very successful in sailing clothing sales and 
asked him to be a reseller in several European countries. 
 
It was in 1990, during the Whitbread Round the World Race, that the career 
change that brings us today began. At that moment, he noticed an empty 
building on the Lange Voorhout, and decided to open a champagne shop. You 
probably know that the Whitbread has become the Volvo Ocean Race, which 
ended the day before yesterday in The Hague, with a victory for the French 
skipper Charles Caudrelier. Jan Adriaan then became the first champagne and 
only champagne seller in the Netherlands. 
 
For 30 years, Mr Jan Adriaan de Koning has been committed with conviction 
and perseverance to promoting the greatest French champagne houses in the 
Netherlands. In 2000 his champagne shop was proclaimed "best store concept 
by Eurocard/Mastercard". In the Netherlands, many of you remember the 
advertising he did to sell champagne on TV on the eve of the Christmas 
holidays. As an importer of French champagne wines, he has constantly 
defended the interests of French viticulture and French wines. 
 
Mr Jan Adriaan de Koning was engaged in the fight against industrial property 
fraud. He was the founder of the Dutch foundation which deals with the trade 
in counterfeit goods. 
 
His unfailing devotion to the promotion of champagne had already been 
recognized and that is how he was admitted in the order of agricultural merit in 
2009. Following this, he joined AMOMA (Association des membres de l’ordre 
du mérite agricole) and became personally very involved as financial secretary. 



To receive the officer's insignia is only the natural extension of this 
commitment of more than 25 years.  
 
He has worked tirelessly for the development of this French way of life and the 
development of our foreign trade. With him we lost a great friend.  
 
For his exemplary professional career and in tribute to his personal and 
professional qualities, the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food has thus 
decided to award him the prestigious French distinction, Officer of the Order of 
Agricultural Merit, which rewards his exceptional merits. 
 
Through your husband, Madam, I must also pay tribute to you. You were 
indeed since the beginning of this adventure with Mr De Koning. I cannot 
formally decorate your late husband, but I am very proud on behalf of the 
Minister of Agriculture, to give you, Madam, the cross which was rightfully his. 
 
 
Mme de Koning, qui représentez ici votre défunt époux, Jan Adriaan de Koning, 
au nom du ministre de l’agriculture et de l’alimentation, nous vous remettons 
ses insignes d’officier dans l’ordre du Mérite agricole 
 
Mr Bob BRON  
 
I am also very happy to see you this evening, because you are, following the 
pioneers like Mr De Koning, one of the most tireless promoters of Champagne 
viticulture, luxury and French gastronomy.  
 
Your vocation came very early, since you graduated from The Hague Hotel 
School, where you obtained a degree in marketing at the age of 25, in 1983. I 
would like here to underline the quality of the training in this School, at the 
best European level and with which since more than two years this Embassy is 
in partnership for the French gastronomy event “Goût de France”.  
 
However, you did not immediately work into the hotel and restaurant business. 
You were first able to demonstrate outstanding entrepreneurial and 
managerial skills for 5 years at Unilever, where you held the position of 
Commercial Director of Industrial Cleaning. 
 



But in 1991, you come back to the Horeca business and Champagne. You are 
joining the prestigious French champagne brand Moët Hennessy in the 
Netherlands - first as sales director, then as sales and marketing director, then 
as deputy director, and since 2000 as general manager. 
 
No need to present Moët Hennessy and the extent and quality of its 
champagnes. For 20 years, you have worked with passion and professionalism 
to promote premium wines and spirits in the Netherlands. Although Dom 
Perignon and Moët are well-known and recognized standards, LVMH's offer 
includes many other wine and cognac brands.   
 
You have also worked tirelessly with KVNW. The ambassador, Business France, 
the Economic Service and myself particularly appreciate the great partnership, 
the special relationship, existing between the association and the embassy. We 
know what an eminent role you play in this organization and I wanted to thank 
you for it. 
 
Of course, the harvest of wine, and particularly champagne, is influenced each 
year by nature and climate. This year again some parts of the champagne have 
suffered from the bad weather of spring: heavy rain showers and hail, which is 
catastrophic for some winegrowers but overall 2018 is expected to be a good 
wine year.  
In most areas the harvest will begin as in the other years at the beginning of 
September and we wish our winegrower friends an excellent harvest. 
 
For your exemplary professional career and in tribute to your personal and 
professional qualities, the Minister of Agriculture, Agri-Food has decided to 
award you the prestigious French distinction, Chevalier de l'Ordre du Mérite 
Agricole, which rewards your exceptional merits. 
 
Monsieur Bob Bron au nom du ministre de l’agriculture et de l’alimentation, 
nous vous remettons les insignes de chevalier dans l’ordre du Mérite agricole./. 


