
Dear Mayor, 
Dear Member of Parliament, 
Dear Mr Ambassador, 
Dear representatives of religious communities, 
Dear friends, 
 
Needless to say how delighted and honored I am to talk to you tonight about the 
relationship between religion, media and politics. 
 
And I would like to start by recalling that this initiative originates in the 
aftermaths of the Paris attacks, last January. All around the world, these events 
created a real shock and a global reaction of unity and solidarity. This was the 
case also here, in the Netherland. And I would like to reiterate how grateful we 
are to the Dutch people for such a comforting show of solidarity. 
 
In the Embassy we opened a book of condolence. A lot of people of all origins 
showed up and I remember, in particular, two representatives of a youth Muslim 
association, a girl and a boy, who were moved and at the same time so solemn, 
giving the impression that they were very conscious of the importance of what 
they were doing, in coming and signing this book. Then, there was this meeting 
with the Moroccan associations from Rotterdam and Leiden with which we 
discussed about the possibility of joint initiatives. And here we are tonight, in 
Leiden, on the eve of a important visit of the Prime minister of France to 
Morocco which will contribute to the strengthening of our friendship! 
 
Indeed the Paris attacks had nothing to do with Islam, nothing. They were acts 
of pure madness, of barbarism from people who want to create confusion 
between religion and terrorism, from people who corrupt religion with the aim 
of legitimizing their criminal enterprise. For this very reason, my country 
refuses to use the expression “Islamic States” with regard to an organization 
which is neither a State nor Islamic. And the attempt of creating such confusion 
can in fact come from people of various religious backgrounds. This was the 
case from Anders Breivik who killed so many people in Norway pretending to 
act in the name of christianism. 
 
But, in Paris, this manipulation did not succeed as demonstrated by the reactions 
from all around the world, including from Arab countries. Including in the ruins 



of Aleppo in Northern Syria, a young girl posted a photograph of herself 
showing the famous sign “Je suis Charlie”. And indeed this unity around the 
values of freedom, freedom of speech, freedom of conscience gives us the 
necessary strength to fight against global terrorism which affects all of us. But 
first of all, it affects Muslims themselves, for instance in the Middle East, as 
well as in Africa, in the Northern parts of Mali or Nigeria, in Somalia or very 
recently in Kenya. 
 
Coming back to tonight’s discussion, I find a great value in quoting a very 
unique and modern source of inspiration which is the Universal Declaration of 
Human rights. Its preamble recalls that “disregard and contempt for human 
rights have resulted in barbarous acts which have outraged the conscience of 
mankind”. It further recalls that “the advent of a world in which human beings 
shall enjoy freedom of speech and belief and freedom from fear and want has 
been proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the common people”. These words 
are fully valid at the current juncture. These principles are universal. Any 
attempt to relativize the freedoms enshrined in this declaration has to be 
considered as a blow to those beloved human rights. 
 
But, tonight, the issue is how to ensure the respect, on the one hand, of freedom 
of opinion and expression which are founding principles for the media, and 
freedom of thought, conscience and religion, on the other hand. What is the role 
of the State and therefore of politics in this respect? 
 
In our conception, Freedom of opinion and expression is a fundamental 
principle, which is guaranteed by law. No restrictions can apply to it, unless in 
cases of incitement to violence, hatred or apology of terrorism. Such restrictions 
can be decided upon only by a judge. And such restrictions do not include 
blasphemy or criticism of religions, such as caricature. We understand that there 
might be other sensitivities, but in no way they should justify violence. And 
that’s why we consider that the fight against any form of racism and xenophobia 
requires strong action from the State, including through legal means. 
 
As far as it is concerned, freedom of religion and conscience has to be ensured 
for all individuals, whatever their religious belief. It includes the right to believe 
or not to believe. And here we find the famous principle of “laicité”, the French 
version of secularism, which is indeed the guarantee for each of us to have the 



possibility to exercise freedom of religion and which provides for peaceful 
coexistence between all religious beliefs on our territory. 
 
From the State, this involves the highest possible respect for religions, as well as 
making it possible for all people to enjoy their rights and to abide by their duties 
and when necessary to protect the exercise of their beliefs. This is what we are 
doing after the Paris attacks in protecting mosques and synagogues, including 
through the deployment of military personnel. 
 
From the State, this also involves the respect of a certain number of principles : 
the principle of dialogue with all religions ; the principle of independence, 
which is required in order to ensure primacy of civil and political rights for 
every one living on our territory ; the principle of neutrality which goes hand in 
hand with the possibility for all beliefs to be respected on an equal footing ; the 
refusal of any attempt to use religion for other purposes, whether it is terrorism, 
crime or so-called religious purposes. 
 
Of course this set of principles evolves in a changing environment and its 
implementation needs to be adapted over time. Our firm conviction, forged over 
a long period of time, is that there is no other way to ensure a peaceful 
coexistence of all faiths and of all convictions. 
 
A final word about the unity that has emerged after the Paris attacks. This unity 
is essential if we want to fight effectively against the common threat which 
represents terrorism for all our societies. Those who establish a link between 
Islam and their criminal and barbaric behavior want nothing else but bringing 
division in our societies, division between Muslims and non-Muslims, division 
between civilizations. So let’s be united! And for that let’s be tolerant. In such a 
way, as the title of the event tonight puts it, we will be able to live together 
without anxiety. 
 
When I see the audience gathered here tonight, I am confident enough about our 
capacity to achieve that. 
 
Thank you for your attention. 


