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Mesdames et Messieurs les Députés, 

Mesdames et Messieurs les Ambassadeurs, 

Mesdames et Messieurs, 

 

Thank you, Dirk, for hosting this meeting in your gorgeous Residence. It is always a great 

pleasure to work with you. 

 

 

It would be very difficult to sum up our discussion today. I won’t even try to wrap it up. I 

would very much prefer, without pretending to be exhaustive, to make 10 concluding 

remarks, my personal Ten Commandments, most of them borrowed from what has been said 

this morning. 

 

1/ November 2016 has been a turning point for the Paris Climate Agreement. At that time, it 

entered indeed into force. 144 States are now parties to the Agreement. We all hope the 

Netherlands would be soon the 145th. As Stefan said, this agreement has changed our 

perspectives, the way we look at and into our future. 

  

2/ Climate change cannot be ignored anymore, neither can our responsibility in it. To solve 

this problem, significant transformations are necessary in the field of economy, in science and 

technology, and more generally in our daily way of life. It is, in fact, a profound change in 

our modes of production and consumption. 

  

3/ The US government chose to withdraw from the Paris Agreement. We think it goes 

against the interests not only of the international community as a whole but 

also against American interests. Nevertheless we still can reach the goals set by the 

agreement. Fortunately local governments and NGOs have decided to take the lead in the 

energy transition in the US. In waiting for better days, we have to find ways to keep the 

Americans on board, as Berndt said earlier. 

  

4/ We have to keep up the momentum at the local, national and European level. Everyone 

has a role to play in finding answers to climate change. We need to maintain the mobilization 

of the civil society, the scientific community and the private sector as well. We need to work 

all together. We need more international cooperation. Cooperation is key: between public and 

private sectors, among States and local authorities, among the many stakeholders. 

  

5/ Europe must stay at the forefront of the fight against climate change and for renewable 

energies’ development. That is a collective effort. The EU and its Member States must set an 

example, in setting ambitious goals, making concrete commitments and showing solidarity 

with less developed countries.  
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6/ Has been also emphasized this morning the necessity to fight climate change through 

different approaches, but with (technological) innovation as a common factor. Building the 

Union of Energy will help us develop more efficient energy and more connected grids. For 

their part, companies and local authorities shall be urged to develop innovative collaborations, 

such as green deals that were mentioned by Bruno. Investing in science and R&D is a key 

factor to develop green technologies. 

  

7/ Energy transition, green and blue economies can also be an opportunity in terms 

of economic growth, jobs creation and innovation. This is worth remembering in order to 

convince people that this is the right way forward and in fact the only path to the future. 

  

8/ In the framework of the COP22, the negotiations about the Agreement’s 

implementation have started. We have to make it happen before 2018. We need a strong 

working group to implement new policies reducing CO2 emissions and to oppose the 

resurgence of climate change skepticism. 

  

9/ National contributions are at the heart of the Paris Climate Agreement. There is no time to 

loose in reducing greenhouse gas emissions. The efforts announced at the COP21 are still not 

good enough to limit global warming at 2°C or below. We know we can do it. We know also 

the challenges ahead, especially in the long run, as Maarten said at the beginning of his 

speech.    

  

10/ Finally, in this endeavour, partnerships are essential. We are all committed to reduce 

greenhouse gases’ emissions and, as founding States of the EU, we have already built strong 

ties upon which we can capitalize. Germany, France and the Netherlands have together a 

special role to play and a particular responsibility in “making our planet great again”. 

 

 

I would like to thank warmly our brilliant moderator and panelists. Thank you all for your 

participation today and I hope that our collective thinking and sharing of ideas will continue 

in the future./. 
 


