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A few remarks to kick off the discussion: 
 
- As you know, the last roundtable took place at the French embassy last 
October with my predecessor. I’d like to thank the German ambassador for 
organizing this new session and extend my greetings to the Ambassador of 
Morocco whose country will host the next COP in Marrakech. 
 
- December 12th in Paris was an historic day. The international community 
managed to reach an ambitious, universal and binding agreement that overcomes 
national interests and provides a new ambition for humanity. Important 
commitments were made, not only by governments but also by private 
companies, local governments and the civil society. 
 
- The success of Paris gave us increased responsibilities. We need to turn our 
declarations into actions and go even further than the promises that were made, 
in particular through the Ambition Mechanism that will have the parties revise 
every five years their contributions to the fight against climate change. 
 
- The event that took place in New York on April 22nd marked the first step of 
the implementation process. A record number of 175 states gathered to sign the 
agreement.  
 
- The next step will be the ratification. 55 states representing 55% of the 
Greenhouse gas emissions must ratify it for it to come into force. During his 
speech in New York, the French President made it clear that France will be 
exemplary in the matter. President Hollande will ask the French Parliament to 
ratify the treaty before this summer. He also expressed his wish that the EU 
follows a similar path before the end of the year, for the agreement to come into 
force as soon as possible. 
 
- In the meantime, the developed countries commitment to jointly raise $100 
billion per year by 2020 to help developing countries cope with climate change 
must be respected. France will raise its annual contribution from 3 to 5 billion 
euros by 2020.  
 
- The civil society also needs to maintain its mobilization through the 
implementation of the Solutions Agenda. 70 coalitions and 10.000 actors are 
involved in this Agenda.  The International Solar Alliance, the Sustainable 
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Energy Fund for Africa, the Carbon Pricing Leadership Coalition are good 
examples of what can be done when governments, private companies, local 
governments and citizens come together.  
 
We held in Paris a couple of weeks ago a fifth session of informal consultations 
in order to prepare the next round of UNFCCC formal discussions in Bonn mid-
May. All participants confirmed they were willing to go forward and ready to 
enforce the commitments asap. 
 
To sum it up in a nutshell and conclude, we have to change our mindset from 
words and negotiation tactics, that were necessary to reach a consensual 
agreement in Paris, to actions that are now necessary to enforce the 
commitments made last December. 
 
This means to shift our priorities to three main issues: 
 

- first, the ratification process, and a quick one, because without a strong 
political will we will fail and this is a matter of emergency; 
 

- second, financing and carbon pricing because two pillars of the Paris 
Agreement are solidarity mechanisms with underdeveloped countries on 
the one hand and, on the other, the necessity to give to the private sector 
the new parameters of any economic activity, and its real cost; 
 

- third, the mobilization of the civil society. I used to be, not that long ago, 
the French Ambassador to UNESCO. We organized last year a series of 
high level events, with the private sector, the scientific community and a 
Youth Forum. We need to keep that momentum if we want to make the 
dream come true. 

 
 
I thank you./. 
 

 

 


