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Dear General Middendorp, 
Dear officers and soldiers of the Royal Dutch Forces,  
Dear attachés from allied countries,  
Dear French officers and Warrant Officer, 
Ladies and gentlemen, Dear guests, 
 
Today is a day of celebration and we are very honored by your presence at the 
Residence of France. 
 
We live in times of great uncertainty. The outbreaks of crisis are multiplying. 
There are more destabilizing factors everywhere around us. Threats are more 
complex. They come from outside but also from within our own countries. 
 
These are also demanding times for our democracies which are challenged in 
their very foundations, in their most essential values and principles. Our 
determination is tested every day and we must not forget that our so precious 
liberties must never be taken for granted. 
 
These are times that require also difficult decisions, determination, leadership, 
unity and courage. Diplomacy plays its part, but it has its limitations. There are 
situations where force, if it is not sufficient, is absolutely needed. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, Dear guests, 
 
It is only together that we can respond efficiently to those many challenges we 
now face. From that point of view, I am very pleased with the excellent 
relationship between our two countries, and in all sectors. 
 
This is in particular true in the military field, even if we could and should and 
will do even better, in the European context where some recent proposals seem 
promising to me, but also on a bilateral basis, by developing very concrete and 
very operational cooperation. 
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This is especially true in the crisis areas where our armies are engaged side by 
side, shoulder to shoulder, in Mali, in Syria or in Iraq, to name but a few and 
where our soldiers risk their lives every day to ensure our freedom and security, 
the freedom and security of the generations that will come after us.  
 
Our soldiers too often pay the highest price and we share the same sorrow for 
the families missing their beloved ones, killed in action. 
 
For the very same reasons, we must also thank our soldiers for what they have 
done and for what they do. 
I would like to ask Lieutenant-colonel de Poorter to come in front of me. 
 
LtCol Jennifer de Porter, 
 
You have been a Royal Dutch Maréchaussée Officer since 2000.  
 
You have been deployed twice to Afghanistan. 
 
After taking more and more responsibilities in 16 years of military career, 
among them the challenging post of aide de camp, in particular under the orders 
of  General Middendorp, you are now commanding the Maréchaussée Brigade 
in charge of the security at Amsterdam Schipol Airport. 
  
You attended the French Ecole de Guerre and served from 2015 to 2016 at the 
Planning and Crisis Management Centre of the French Gendarmerie in Paris. 
 
You have shown outstanding professional skills especially during some difficult 
operations, including control operations of Eurotunnel, the Euro soccer 
championship and the terror attacks in Paris.  
 
In recognition for your active and decisive contribution to security on French 
territory, it is my privilege to present you with the Médaille de la Défense 
Nationale. 
 
AD (Garde à vous) 
 
AD (Ouvrez le ban) 
 
Lieutenant-colonel Jennifer de Poorter, au nom du Ministre de la Défense, 
nous vous décernons la médaille de bronze de la Défense Nationale. 
 
AD (fermez le ban) 
 
Hymnes nationaux  


