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Ladies and Gentlemen, dear Friends, 
 
I am very pleased to be with you this evening for the second consecutive year. I find 
this event a great promotion of two of the best cuisines in the world. The French and 
Italian gastronomy can indeed compete with one another, but they also love emulation. 
 
These two gastronomies share also the same important values: excellence, respect for 
traditions and products, a strong taste for innovation and the terroir at the same time, 
attention to the quality of food but also to service. 
 
The best speeches being also the shortest, I would just give you three figures. 
 
- 2010: this is the date on which French Gastronomy, and more precisely the French 
gastronomic meal, has been listed on the World Heritage List.  
 
We French are very proud of it. This is recognition of the international reputation of 
our cuisine of course but more importantly, it says that a meal is above all a moment 
of sharing and sociability, of conversation and transmission. Gastronomy is constantly 
nourished by the coming together of rich and widely-diverse worlds and people. It is 
all about bringing people together. 
 
- 30%: it is the proportion of tourists who choose gastronomy as the top reason for 
coming to France.  
 
You may know that France is the world's first tourist destination. We had a very 
difficult 2016 year, mainly because of the terrorist attacks on our territory. But 2017 
promises to be a great year for us, with around 89 million tourists. The Dutch 
clientele, which has remained faithful to us, even at the worst moments, is particularly 
important to us. We have a target of 100 million tourists for 2020. The tourism of 
gastronomy, wine and the art of living is an essential pillar of this strategy. 
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- 100: since we are also talking about this very French concept of “bistrots” tonight, 
100, it is the number of restaurants that participate in Bistronomy, one of the many 
initiatives of Alain Ducasse, 100 places highly representative of the diversity and 
richness of our cuisine in Paris, 100 places invested by chefs willing to share quality, 
unpretentious and accessible cuisine.  
 
Finally, I’d like to thank Leven in Frankrijk Magazine for its great initiative and for 
inviting me to share this evening with you. Congratulations to all the chefs nominated 
to the Award of Best French Restaurant 2017 in the Netherlands.  
 
I’m now giving the floor to M. Tom Kellerhuis, the President of the Jury, to announce 
the name of the winner in the French Restaurant/Bistro category./. 
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