
 
Célébration du 55ème anniversaire de Saint-Martin 

(9 novembre 2018, La Haye) 
 
Dear Minister Plenipotenriary,  
Ladies and Gentlemen, dear Friends, 
 
It is a great honor and a great pleasure to be with you today to celebrate Sint 
Maarten Day which has this year a particular meaning and a great importance, a 
year or so after Irma struck Sint Maarten and surrounding islands. 
 
Irma has left a painful mark on every family, on every side of the island. On the 
French side, we deplore 11 victims and more than 200 wounded. 95% of the 
buildings were damaged. More than 20% were totally destroyed. The damage is 
estimated at more than 3 billion euros. 
 
I want here to pay tribute to those victims and their loved ones, to tell them our 
sadness and our friendship in the very difficult times they have gone through, to 
tell them also that we are with them to rebuild what has been destroyed and 
make the island even more beautiful than it used to be.  
 
President Macron was back on the island at the end of September to meet the 
people there and see by himself how the reconstruction was going on. We know 
how difficult it is to recover from such an unprecedented disaster. We are well 
aware of the suffering, the frustrations and the expectations. We know also, 
whatever the efforts, results never come fast enough. 
 
Following Irma, we succeeded in a record time to ensure the return of public 
services: roads, water, electricity, telephone, health, which required a huge 
collective mobilization. But we must also recognize that some things are not 
going fast enough. This is true especially for schools and for housing. In other 
words, a lot has been done already but a lot remains to be done in the month to 
come. We have to do more and faster. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Our objective is clear. We don’t want to repeat the mistakes of the past. As 
President Macron said, “we don’t want to reconstruct the island as it used to be”. 
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What we have in mind, is a sustainable economic development model, taking 
into account the fragilities of the island, based on natural heritage, biodiversity 
and robust and state of the art infrastructures, build on standards adapted to 
climate change consequences and a strategy shared between our two countries. 
 
This ambition must be an ambition for the whole island of Saint Martin, and 
implemented through renewed cooperation, in particular thanks to the 
agreements signed in Paris last June in the fields of reconstruction of course but 
also security, the fight against illegal immigration, health or many other issues.  
I must tell you that I was very impressed by the quality of our cooperation at the 
time and after Irma as well. I will remember in particular this French plane, 
taking on board Dutch soldiers, departing from Eindhoven to St. Martin to help 
people on both sides of the island. How could it be otherwise since we have 
been sharing the island and living there together for centuries? 
 
To use the words of President Macron, “both sides of the island must move 
forward together”.We can indeed only make it happen if we work hand in hand, 
shoulder to shoulder. We so have to intensify our cooperation to accelerate the 
island's economic recovery and finally make our hope come true. 
 
Be assured of our will to do everything possible to achieve these objectives. This 
is a matter of high priority for us. It won’t be easy but I am sure we will succeed 
together. We have a common past and a shared destiny. Let’s continue to unite 
our efforts so that future generations can enjoy living together in Sint Martin. 
 
Je vous remercie et vous souhaite une excellente soirée. 
 
Vive Saint-Martin ! Vive l’amitié franco-néerlandaise !  


