
 
Ouverture de la 15ème édition du salon Wine Professional  

Discours de Philippe Lalliot, ambassadeur de France aux Pays-Bas 
 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
Dear Peter van Houten,  
Dear Jan van Lissum, 
 
 
Before coming to more serious matters, I would like to tell you a story that says 
a lot on the relations between France and wine. One day, Victor Hugo was asked 
what he would take with him if he had to leave for a desert island.  
 
He ended by saying: a book of poetry, a very beautiful woman and a very good 
bottle of French wine. He was then asked to choose only two out of these three. 
Without hesitating, he gave up the book of poetry. He was then asked to choose 
between the very beautiful woman and the very good French wine bottle. After a 
long moment of reflection, he answered: it depends on the vintage.  
 
You will draw from that story the conclusions you want, but I only hold one for 
my part: the French love their wines above all else. You will then understand 
how happy I am to be with you today for this very special occasion. 
 
First of all I would like to congratulate the winners of the “Diamond Awards” 
who are doing a great job promoting food and wines in the Netherlands. As a 
newcomer, I had the pleasure to discover the gastronomy of this country and I 
must say I am really delighted and enjoying your fine food and wine shops and 
your nice restaurants. Holland is definitely a gastronomic landmark in Europe.   
 
I am also honored to open the 15th edition of Wine Professional and I would like 
to congratulate the van Lissum family for the very professional organization of 
this annual successful wine fair. I’m told that 70 countries are participating in 
this event and of course I am pleased to see that many French producers and 
importers are presenting a wide range of French wines during this event.  
 
I know that Dutch people are enjoying wines from all over the world and you 
are lucky to have such a broad choice in your retail and horeca. French wines are 
therefore facing fierce competition but luckily Dutch wine professionals and 
consumers still very much appreciate the diversity of our terroir and our wines.   
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France is indeed still in the lead on the Dutch market with 27% market shares in 
volume and 29% market shares in value. I would like to thank all Dutch 
importers for importing our wines to the Netherlands and the Dutch sommeliers 
for recommending French wines to their clients. I also would like to thank the 
journalists for the information they publish, especially when it’s good news, 
about French wines in the Dutch media.    
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
I recommend all of you to participate in one of the “Terroir” masterclasses of 
Emmanuel Bourguignon during Wine Professional. I am sure it will be very 
informative for you, and very pleasant as well, as he is one of the best specialist 
in “terroir” in the world.  
 
As a matter of fact when we talk about wine, we speak of course, business, value 
for money, market shares, but we also talk about a terroir, a heritage, a “savoir-
faire”. This is the beauty of wine. ,It is also that of your job that you all do, I am 
sure, with passion.  
 
As the French Ambassador to UNESCO, I had the privilege to defend, one year 
and a half ago, the inscription of the “Côteaux, maisons et caves de Champagne” 
as well as that of the “Climats de Bourgogne” to the World Heritage List. If 
there is one thing I have learned, it is that wine is not just a product, it is the fruit 
of a history combined with a geography. 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
As now the French Ambassador to the Netherlands, I also would like to invite 
you all to the next “Tastin France” which will take place on January 24 at the 
Casa 400 Hotel in Amsterdam. During this tasting, we will be receiving 50 
French producers of 11 regions who are interested in the Dutch market.  
 
Business France, the commercial section of the French embassy, is organizing 
this tasting and they will be very happy to welcome you, introduce you to these 
producers and to answer all your questions regarding French Wines. Please feel 
free to contact our team and they will help you!  
  
As a wine lover and proud Commandeur of both Chevaliers du Tastevin in 
Burgundy and la Commanderie de Bordeaux, you can count on my full support 
to promote the Dutch market to the French wine organizations in all our regions. 
I will spread the word as much as I can to these organizations about the interest, 
the passion and knowhow of the Dutch wine professionals, because as Voltaire 
used to say: “I don't take anything serious in life with the exception of winery”. 
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Merci, santé et bon salon à toutes et à tous./. 


