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Welcome to our national day celebration. We are all very happy to see so many 
friends with whom we enjoy so much working all year round.  
 
I would like to start by thanking all the sponsors who have made our gathering tonight 
at the French Residence possible. 
 
The 14th of July is always an opportunity to revisit what is at the very core of the 
French Republic, the values of freedom, equality and fraternity. 
 
2015 started with the terrorist acts in Paris which were a direct attack against the 
universal values of freedom, freedom of speech, freedom of opinion, freedom of 
conscience. The reaction, starting here in the Netherland, was of great comfort to my 
fellow-citizens and I would like to express once again our deepest gratitude for the 
very many messages of solidarity that we received from the Dutch authorities, the 
local governments and the Dutch people. 
 
Terrorism, which strikes all around the world, is definitely one of the biggest 
challenges of our time. Facing it requires a lot of unity, including within our own 
societies, as well as more international cooperation. 
 
The same goes for all the other challenges that we are confronted with : the 
challenge of migration which goes hand in hand with the desperation of people 
originating from areas of conflict ; the security threats linked to the unresolved 
tensions at the very door-step of Europe and, in this respect, we all have in mind 
what happened just one year ago with flight MH 17 ; the challenge of climate change 
which we will have a unique opportunity to address in reaching an agreement at the 
Paris conference on climate change at the end of this year. 
 
Last week-end, Europe was able to reach an agreement on Greece, based on the 
principles of solidarity and responsibility. We therefore managed to preserve the unity 
and the stability of Europe, while preventing the major disaster that a Grexit would 
have meant for the Greek people. 
 
On all these issues France and the Netherland are close partners and are willing to 
strengthen even more their bonds in all areas. Both our countries understand that 



they are stronger together, within the European Union, in facing all the challenges 
that I have just mentioned.  
 
 A few days ago, the departure of Tour de France from Utrecht was a big event for 
the people of the Netherland. The Légion d’honneur handed over by Bernard Hinault 
to Joop Zoetemelk and Jan Janssen, on the 3rd of July, was a perfect symbol of the 
friendly ties uniting our two countries. 
 
On this occasion an economic year between France and the Netherland was 
launched. We hope that this year will provide a lot of opportunities for our business to 
do more together and to partner up for innovation, sustainability, investment and 
employment. We are also looking forward to the Dutch presidency of the Council of 
the European Union, first semester of 2016, and to contributing to its success. 
 
All in all I’m confident that the friendship between France and the Netherland, deeply 
rooted in our common history and our common values, will help us in building an 
even more united Europe, a safer, more peaceful and more prosperous world. And 
you can rely on the commitment of all of us at the French Embassy to make the 
Franco-Dutch relationship as vivid and as fruitful as possible. 
 
Vive l’amitié franco-néerlandaise ! 
Vive la République ! 
Vive la France ! 
 


