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Dames en Heeren, Ladies and gentlemen, 

It’s a great honor to welcome you here today. As the Ambassador of France to the Netherlands. I am 

very proud to represent my country which together with the EU and the Netherlands, is at the 

forefront of a more sustainable way of producing and consuming in order to make the Paris 

Agreement a reality. 

We can feel a new awareness regarding climate change. We’re on Friday and I’m sure we could hear 

a climate march nearby. Despite the remaining difficulties we can face globally to reach a carbon 

neutral and circular economy, this strong commitment of the European youth, of the youth of the 

world is one of our best asset.  

Our responsibility as governments is to translate this request in concrete measures, and first of all to 

foster partnerships between governments and between business and governments. Sometimes it 

could seem a bit technocratic, but from acorns grow oak trees.  During 2019’s Climate Week in New 

York, many companies, foundations and others have made dozens of announcements of 

commitments, partnerships, new research and more to address the climate crisis and reducing our 

carbon footprint. It was obvious we couldn’t do without fostering a circular way of producing and 

consuming. In this regard, Accor group has pledged with 100 other partners to phase out plastic in 

the tourism chain. 

In France, an ambitious circular economy bill is currently being debated in Parliament. This draft bill 

builds on a vision laid out by Prime Minister Edouard Philippe : to avoid waste-related pollution, to 

protect resources and climate, to create new jobs which can't be outsourced and to develop a 

culture of repairing rather than throwing away and buying new.  

With this approach, France aims to change our paradigm and to embrace the 5 R “refuse, reuse, 

repurpose, repair and recycle” approach at the heart of a modern, circular economy.  



More specifically on the plastic waste, we have set up a target of 100% recyclable packaging by 2025. 

We’ve already banned the non-recyclable plastic bags since 2016. As soon as next year, the non-

compostable plastic cups and plates, and the plastic cotton swabs, will be banned as well, preceding 

the regulatory provisions of the single use plastic directive adopted early this year. 

The new bill will include expanding and improving household plastic waste collection. It also aims to 

influence design, with eco-designed packaging that is reusable, recyclable or 100% compostable by 

2025.  

I must stay that France and the Netherlands have been at the forefront of the coalition of the willing 

against plastics overuse and litter. We share almost the same targets of reducing CO2 emissions. We 

have coincidentally launched our respective national plans to improve how plastic packaging is 

managed. These “pacts” are unique: they involved not only governments, but also businesses and 

civil society. To be short, they’re green deals ! 

We have to be technocratic, but we stay concrete. For instance this year in the French supermarkets, 

the traditional polystyrene trays are being replaced by cardboard trays in the cheese section. I can 

quote many other examples involving food packaging.  

These pacts are heavily influenced by the pioneering work of the Ellen MacArthur Foundation.  

Currently, France’s Junior Minister for the Ecological and Inclusive Transition, teamed up with her 

Dutch counterpart at the ministry of Infrastructure and Water management, Ms. Stientje van 

Veldhoven to support a European plastic pact. We aim to create a European community of action 

and innovation and to consolidate a European leadership in the circular plastics economy.     

The project is still a working one, with good reception and collaboration from both Member States 

and companies. You’re more than welcome to come aboard! 

Circular Economy is huge challenge for our countries and for Europe but in the meantime offers great 

opportunities: new activities, innovation and the export potential of both leading businesses and 

knowledge institutions.  

I believe that the discussion of today will inspire us.  
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