
 

Monsieur le maire de Lopik,  mesdames et messieurs les élus, chers 

amis 

C’est un honneur et un plaisir de répondre à votre chaleureuse 

invitation au nom de l’ambassade de France aux Pays-Bas pour 

célébrer ce jumelage entre 4 communes européennes Lopik Sarsina 

Grebenstein et Lezoux. Après ce petit mot en français  permettez-moi 

de continuer en anglais. 

 

Mister mayor of Lopik, ladies and gentlemen, dear friends 

It is an honor and a pleasure to respond to your warm invitation on 

behalf of the French Embassy in the Netherlands to celebrate this 

twinning between 4 European municipalities Lopik Sarsina 

Grebenstein and Lezoux. 

Jean Bareth (1912-1970), first Secretary General of the Council of 

European Municipalities, gave a definition of what was then the first 

form of cooperation between local authorities: 

"Twinning is the meeting of two municipalities who intend to 

associate themselves in order to act in a European perspective, to 

confront their problems and to develop closer and closer ties of 

friendship between them" 

This is the oldest form of what we call the external action of local and 

regional authorities in the Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs 

This action is important and from Brittany to Mali, or from Strasbourg 

to Volodga in Russia, around 10,000 cooperation projects are 

conducted by nearly 4,500 French communities. Partnerships are 

being developed in 133 countries. 



As far as France and the Netherlands are concerned, there are nearly 

forty twinnings between French and Dutch municipalities, but not all 

of them are as active as the one between LOPIK, SARSINA, 

GREBENSTEIN and LEZOUX, which brings us together today 

One of the values that are at the foundation of twinning is peace. 

Indeed, after the Second World War, the goal of twinning was to help 

bring peace to the continent.  

Before the war, only 5 territorial collectivities were linked with their 

European counterparts. Today, more than 4,000 French 

municipalities are twinned with nearly 6,500 European municipalities 

This success is due to the involvement of municipalities, often of 

small size. Indeed, nearly 80% of the municipalities concerned have 

less than 10 000 inhabitants and almost two thirds less than 5000 

inhabitants. 

This success is also due, and this has been stressed on many 

occasions today, to the thousands of volunteers who give their time 

to organize these meetings, many many thanks to them here 

 

I will conclude by congratulating you for the longevity and the quality 

of the links that you have developed together and wishing long life to 

the twinning between LOPIK, SARSINA, GREBENSTEIN and LEZOUX. 

 

Merci beaucoup. 

 

 

 


