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Cher.e.s Jeunes Talents, 
Mesdames et Messieurs, 
Cher.e.s Amis, 
 
A very warm welcome to all of you and especially to our 16 Young Talents who come from all over 
France and the Netherlands.  It is my pleasure to have you here today at the French Residence to kick 
start your second day of collaborative work in preparation for the Erasme-Decartes Conference next 
month in Paris on artificial intelligence.  This important bilateral event is jointly organized by the Dutch 
Embassy in Paris, represented here today by Han Grooten-Feld, and the French Embassy in The Hague.   
 
I must say I am very impressed by the great diversity of disciplines that you represent, from 
neuroscience to musical composition, and the very high level of expertise that you are bringing to the 
table, despite your very young age.  I must thank and congratulate for that our friends from the French-
Dutch Network / Réseau franco-néerlandais (RFN), Thomas Beaufils and Christiaan Seemann, and from 
NUFFIC, Anièce Lawniczack and Evelyne van Engelen, who are reponsible for selecting such a multi-
talented group of young experts, whether they are doing a Master’s degree or a PhD, or already working 
for a start-up company. 
 
I’d like to seize this opportunity to thank also the Dutch Ministry of Education, Culture and Science for its 
continued support over the years of the academic and scientific cooperation between our two countries 
through various programs. One of them is the Partenariat Hubert Curien (PHC) that has been financing 
hundreds of joint research projects between France and the Netherlands over the past 10 years.  Its 
selection committee that met last week in Paris actually chose to support, among many others, a project 
on ethics and the development of artificial intelligence.  The discussions launched between France and 
the Netherlands by this year’s Erasme-Descartes Conference will therefore be extended through other 
bilateral programs and new cooperations. 
 
But let me come back to the Young Talents’ program that we are celebrating today.  The program 
started 8 years ago in conjunction with the Erasme-Descartes Conference that will be held for the 16th 
time this year, bringing together the academic world, the economic sector and civil society.  I believe 
that the Young Talent’s contribution to the Conference is of the utmost importance and lends it its very 
originality and innovative quality.  The confrontation of the visions of junior and senior experts 
questions established knowledge, stimulates debate and is therefore more likely to bring forth solutions 
to the major societal issues that affect our daily lives and immediate future.  That is the reason why we 
agreed, with my Dutch counterpart in Paris, that the Young Talents’ participation should be even more 



central to the Conference this year, and in the years to come.  You will indeed be part of the round 
tables with the keynote speakers that will launch the Conference and you will co-moderate the various 
workshops on culture, mobility and health, benefiting from the expert guidance of specialists like 
Stephan Raaijmakers, from the Netherlands Organization for Applied Scientific Research (TNO), who is 
with us today.    You will also be given the floor at the Dutch Ambassador’s Residence on November 15 
to present your collective reflections on the topic of artificial intelligence.   
 
In order to help you prepare for the essential contribution you will bring to the Conference, we are 
happy to gather you in The Hague for two days of intensive brainstorming, a real time idea incubator of 
sorts, that you will continue on November 14 at the Collège néerlandais in Paris.   
 
The stakes of such complex and far reaching technological revolutions as the development of artificial 
intelligence can only be effectively apprehended by a multi- and cross disciplinary approach, which you 
perfectly exemplify through the variety of your knowledge backgrounds.  We are counting on you, on 
your collective talent, energy and creativity, to stir up a productive debate by asking the right questions 
and maybe providing some answers to the challenges we are facing today and that your generation will 
have to address in the very near future. 
 
We will be deciding soon what the topic of the 2019 Erasme-Descartes Conference in Amsterdam will be 
and I would be very interested in having your input on that as well.  I’d like to know what are, in your 
opinion, the major challenges that we are facing today as a society, and that would be usefully debated 
during the next Erasme-Descartes Conference.  
 
But for now, I wish you a highly productive session today and very much look forward to hearing the 
results of your team work next month in Paris. 
 
Thank you for your participation in the Young Talents program and for your commitment to helping 
make our fast evolving society more responsible. 
 
 


