
Discours remise LH lieutenant-général Beulen 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, dear friends, 

Dear Lieutenant General Beulen, 

 

I would like to start by thanking His Excellency, Mr Philippe Lalliot, the French 

Ambassador in the Netherlands, for welcoming us here at the French Residence. 

It is today an honour and a pleasure to see you again, Lieutenant General 

Leonard Beulen, Commander of the Royal Netherlands Army, and to present 

you with the insignia of officier of the Légion d’honneur, in front of your family, 

your relatives, your friends and your brothers-in-arms. 

Let me first of all remind you of the fact that the Ordre national of the Légion 

d’honneur was created by Napoléon Bonaparte in 1802 [eighteen – o – two]. It 

is the most prestigious decoration that the French Republic can grant. Always 

awarded on behalf of the President of the Republic, it has a universal meaning: 

acknowledging both the military and civilian merits. All recipients place their 

talent at the service of the common good in a given domain: the military, but 

also economics, sciences, education, arts, sports or legal, diplomatic or elective 

functions. This medal also bears testimony of an exceptional commitment of the 

closest allies of our nation, especially at officier level. 

If the Netherlands are known all over the world as a maritime Nation, the Royal 

Netherlands Army is the main force of its country. Created in 1814 [eighteen 

fourteen] based on Dutch regiments coming from Napoleon’s Grande Armée, 

the Royal Netherlands Army, or Koninklijke Landmacht is the perfect 

embodiment of William of Orange’s motto: “Je maintiendrai”, still embroidered 

on the sleeves of the Dutch military personnel. 

A brotherhood-in-arms developed between our two countries during the battles 

of World War II. It started in Zealand and Brabant as early as May 1940, it 

continued in 1944 with the Princess Irene Brigade in Normandy, the landings of 

the French Navy Fusiliers Commandos in Wassenaar and in Zealand or 

Operation Amherst in 1945, where 700 French paratroopers were dropped over 

the Netherlands. Owing to the courage of these fighters, we inherited a free and 

sovereign Europe, where the citizens can live in peace. 



You just need to look at the Korps Commandotroepen and the French Navy 

Fusiliers Commandos, both created in 1942, who wear the same green beret, to 

see that this brotherhood-in-arms is still vivid today. Indeed, our two countries 

have been committed together since 1945 for peace in the world, in the fight 

against oppression and for the strengthening of the rule of law. We have an 

active military co-operation. In September 2017, our soldiers, 2000 French and 

1000 Dutch ones, helped the victims of the natural disaster on Saint Martin 

island. Today, the Netherlands and France are present in the Levant with 1,200 

French and 300 Dutch soldiers. In Africa, 4,000 French soldiers are deployed in 

the Sahel, and 250 Dutch ones in Mali. 

If we are all gathered here today, it is also to pay tribute to the soldiers who died 

for our freedom. We have to honour the memory of the 25 French and 5 Dutch 

soldiers who have died in the service of peace in Mali since 2013. 

Lieutenant General Beulen, 

You have an exceptional career path. You excel both intellectually, but also with 

your modesty and your outstanding leadership. I am not going to list all the 

achievements of your rich career, but let me just highlight a few of them. 

In 1978, you started your brilliant military career at the Royal Military Academy 

in Breda. You then served in the air-defence-artillery as platoon leader, 

company commander and group commander. In 1993, you graduated from the 

Dutch General Staff Course, then from the Command and General Staff College 

in Fort Leavenworth in 1998, before deploying to Bosnia-Herzegovina in 2000. 

 

Assigned to the Joint Staff as G3 in 2007, you were promoted to Brigadier 

General in 2009 and joined NATO’s Force Command in Heidelberg (Germany) 

in 2009. You then spent one year as head of ISAF’s operations in Kabul, 

Afghanistan. 

 

Promoted to Major General in 2012, you participated in the deployment of 

significant Dutch assets to MINUSMA in Mali: 450 soldiers, attack and heavy 

transport helicopters, Special Forces, intelligence assets… As Deputy 

Commander of the 1st German/Netherlands Corps in 2014, you were finally 

appointed as Commander of the Royal Netherlands Army with the rank of 

Lieutenant General. 



Since then, the Royal Netherlands Army has lost two soldiers in Mali, in July 

2016. We bear tribute to them too today. 

 

 

Lieutenant General Leonard Beulen, 

Your efforts to foster international co-operation and to place your country at the 

spearhead in that domain continue to bear fruits. Among others, you 

successfully transformed a mechanised brigade into a light armoured unit – the 

13th Brigade – to co-operate with France and Belgium for interventions in Africa 

or desert areas. This unit proved its worth during Exercises Citadel Guibert in 

2017 or Trident Juncture in 2018. 

If France and the Netherlands are not natural partners when it comes to Defence 

issues, we can however notice that our co-operation has increased over the past 

few years, and especially with the European Intervention Initiative presented in 

November 2017, which immediately aroused the keen interest of your military 

and diplomats.  

As you can see, the insignia of officier of the Légion d’honneur you received 

today is a well-deserved and long-expected token of gratitude from my country 

to acknowledge all your accomplishments. 

Lieutenant General Beulen, on behalf of the President of the Republic, and by 

the virtue of the authority vested in us, we present you with the insignias of 

officier of the Légion d’honneur. 

 


