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Dear colleagues, 

I am very pleased to be here together with you today. 

 

The pandemic makes one thing clear to me: 

none of us can tackle the current challenges by themselves. 

 

As fellow member states, we need to work together,  

now more than ever.  

This is especially so in the fields of higher education and 

science. 

After all, international scientific cooperation is helping us to 

navigate a way out of this crisis.  

 

It is therefore with great pleasure that I just signed this 

declaration of intent.  

It has been truly a joint project to come to this text, 

and I would like to thank all colleagues involved in the process.  

[korte pauze] 

 

The Netherlands and France have been working together for 

years on programs that focus on mobility for both young and 

experienced scientists.  

 

This Roadmap brings all these projects together,  

and strengthens the connections between them. 



Furthermore, in this Roadmap we reconfirm our commitment in 

these projects.  

They have enabled and boosted many joint Franco-Dutch 

research endeavours.  

 

An example of this is the Descartes-Huygens prize,  

which two excellent researchers won just two weeks ago.  

 

The prize is intended for researchers who contribute to Franco-

Dutch academic cooperation.  

The Netherlands chooses the French laureate while France 

selects a laureate from the Netherlands.  

The prize enables the winners to continue their research in the 

“other” country, either France or the Netherlands. 

 

This is just one example of the beautiful mobility programs we 

are jointly committed to. 

But this Roadmap goes further.  

It adds an extra layer to our existing cooperation.  

 

It creates a platform where colleagues from Paris and The 

Hague can meet up, exchange views and discuss joint 

challenges or opportunities.  

 

Dear colleagues, 

I believe the term “Roadmap” has been very well chosen. 

It underlines that this is a continuous process.  



A dialogue where curiosity and a drive for excellence will define 

our next steps.  

So I am very much looking forward to seeing what this will 

bring us down the road.   


