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• It is a great pleasure to meet you in this virtual format; I would like to extend a warm 
greeting to Minister VAN ENGELSHOVEN and Ambassador DE GOOIJER, and thank the 
representatives from our embassies and ministries for the preparation of this event. 

• We meet in challenging times, as the health crisis has changed our way of living, working 
and interacting with each other. The impact on international relations has been especially 
strong, slowing or stopping many of the regular exchanges with our most important partner 
countries abroad. 

• At the same time, this crisis has shown us that working together, in a bilateral, European or 
multilateral context, is essential, as useful solutions cannot be identified as a single country, 
but must rather stem from a coordinated approach. 

• Therefore, I am all the more pleased that we managed to achieve this meeting, designed 
to reaffirm our intention to closely link our Research & Innovation communities. 

• The Netherlands have a centuries-old tradition of excellence in research, and play a major 
role in Europe’s R&I landscape, with its research performing organizations spearheading 
many initiatives. We value our longstanding cooperation, and hope to bolster it further in 
the future. 

• In the last years, France’s Higher Education, Research and Innovation ecosystem has been 
the focus of reforms of an unprecedented scale since the end of the Second World War : 

o    Universities have benefited of 57 BN€ since 2010, to help them reshape and 
concentrate their resources, in order to achieve the required critical mass to be 
effective players on a global scale ; 

o    The recovery plan will allocate almost 8 BN€ to Higher Education, Research and 
Innovation. A new research law will enter in effect in 2021, bringing 25 BN€ 
additional funding until 2030 to the French Universities and RPOs, so that they 
can adapt to the new challenges facing them and provide more  attracting career 
opportunities to their staff; 

o    Finally, a new Higher Education strategy dubbed “Bienvenue en France” ensures 
that talented students and researchers from all other the world will find a warm 
welcome and first class working conditions in our country. 

• This roadmap is a way of taking stock of our diversified cooperation: the Van Gogh 
Partnership programme and the Descartes Huyguens award are just two examples. But even 
more importantly, our wish is to strengthen the link between our administrations and RPOs, 
through regular meetings that will take place every year. 

• With the kick-off of Horizon Europe and the perspective of the French Presidency of the EU, 
this is an excellent time to reflect on ways of working more closely together. 

• It was a pleasure to meet you on this occasion. With this roadmap signed, I trust that our 
administrations, and through them, our research communities, now have an even sounder 
basis for cooperating. I hope that the next meeting will take place in a more favorable 
setting, allowing representatives to meet in person rather than on a screen. I wish you all the 
best and look forward to be apprised of the developments of this new initiative. 

 


