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Discours  
Ouverture de l’exposition “Grandeur” 

17 juin 2014, 15h40 
 
 
 
Majesté, 
Monsieur le Commissaire du Roi, 
Monsieur le Maire, 
Monsieur le Président de la Cour Pénale Internationale,  
Monsieur le Président et Monsieur le Directeur du musée,  
Mesdames et Messieurs, 
 
 
There are in French one word and one expression that are not easily 
translatable in other languages. 
 
The first word is “grandeur”. And it is the title of the exhibition of 
today. It reminds me of a quotation from General de Gaulle: “la 
France ne serait pas la France sans la grandeur”. France would not be 
France without grandeur. Those who like France call it grandeur ; 
others say arrogance. 
 
The second is an expression : “grand cru” applicable to wines but I 
think also to this year 2014, if we consider the relations between the 
Netherlands and France. 
 
 
For the first time since 2000, upon invitation of Your Majesty, the 
President of the French Republic came to the Netherlands on January 
the 20th. On this occasion, a bilateral declaration paved the way ahead 
for our cooperation, especially in the framework of the European 
Union. 
 
A few days ago, Your Majesties honoured with their presence the 
ceremonies of the 70th anniversary of the 6th of june 1944. 
 
Intense and constructive exchanges are expanding between our 
Parliaments while our military stand together against terrorism in 
Mali. 
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Our economic exchanges have reached such a high level as 40 billion 
euro a year. And France is proud to be the first European country for 
Dutch investments. 
 
 
   * 
 
And today is another key day in this remarkable year.  
 
We are honored that France has been chosen by the museum Beelden 
aan zee for the 2014 edition of both the sculpture exhibition on the 
Lange Voorhout and the exhibition in the museum itself in 
Scheveningen. 
We thank all the sponsors who made this exhibition possible. 
 
Since the 19th century, French sculpture is well-known in the 
Netherlands and artists such as Rodin, Maillol and Bourdelle had a 
great influence on their Dutch counterparts. 
 
Henri Laurens played an important role and we’re grateful to the 
museum Beelden aan zee for organizing an exhibition paying tribute 
to his work. 
Indeed, from today on, the museum is presenting the major works of 
Henri Laurens, thanks to a close cooperation with the French 
museums, most of the masterpieces coming from the Centre 
Pompidou in Paris. 
 
 
As for the exhibition “Grandeur” on the Lange Voorhout, it displays 
the strong interaction between France and the Netherlands in the field 
of art. In the lively city of The Hague, statues from a broad range of 
contemporary French sculptors come to life. These monumental works 
undergo the play of changing light and shadow, the whisper of the 
equally monumental trees and the contrasting noise of a modern city.  
 
The exhibition is presenting the works of the young generation of the 
« new French art », an internationally oriented group of artists who 
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concentrate on simple but topical subjects, such as everyday life, 
consumerism and man’s relationship with nature. 
 
Of course, I will not quote the name of all artists, the specialists will 
do that. But I congratulate the artists for their work and thank them, 
especially the ones who are with us today. 
 
Besides those two locations – the avenue and the museum – we are 
grateful to the City if the Hague to welcome also some sculptures in 
other locations. 
 
Again a warm thank to the museum Beelden aan zee for setting up 
these events and to the city of The Hague for hosting these pieces of 
art. 
 
Together with the French artists, we’re very grateful and delighted 
that Your Majesty has honored by his presence the opening of this 
exhibition. 
 
Thank you. 


