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Monsieur l’ambassadeur Lalliot, 
Madame Nogrette, 
Chers collègues, 
Mesdames et messieurs, 
 
Je voudrais vous inviter à participer à une surprise pour le colonel Sylvain Nogrette. 
Colonel Nogrette, cher Sylvain, je vous en prie de vous tenir devant moi. 
 
With your permission, I will continue in English so that everyone can understand the news I 
am about to announce. 
 
Dear Sylvain, 
 
From the very start, we at the Royal Netherlands Army knew you would be the right person 
for the job as Defense Attaché for the Republic of France in the Netherlands: a French 
officer, educated at the Fuhrungsakademie in Germany, a former colleague from the 1. 
German Netherlands Corps and during your previous job at the French Army Head Quarters 
you were responsible for the cooperation with both Belgium and the Netherlands. You as an 
officer are the personification of cooperation between European armies within NATO. If 
there was one concern, it was that you received your education in international relations in 
Marne-la-Vallee which is also the location of Disneyland Paris. We will not hold it against you 
for I don’t believe that it is just a fairy tale that only artillerists make the best Army Officers. 
 
We have come to know you as an enthusiastic and forward leaning attaché and colleague. I 
emphasize the latter for you were always working for the benefit of Franco-Dutch 
cooperation and making sure to look for mutual benefits. This makes you a colleague and a 
trusted advisor to both my staff and myself. You asked many questions, but this was okay 
because you were always more than happy to answer our many questions and assist us 
whenever needed. Your efforts and contribution were very beneficial for the success of not 
only the bilateral Franco-Dutch Army cooperation, but also the cooperation of French troops 
with Germany and the Netherlands in NATO’s enhanced Forward Presence Lithuania, the 
MINUSMA mission and the during the deployment of French and Dutch troops to the 
Caribbean in the aftermath of Hurricane Irma. You helped strengthening interoperability 
between armies in Europe and NATO. 
 
For your contribution and friendship you have earned the respect and gratitude of the Royal 
Netherlands Army. It is with great pleasure that I award you the Defense Medal of Merit in 
Bronze. 
 
Je vous en remercie pour votre contribution et votre amitié. Vive la coopération Franco-
Néerlandaise! 


