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Remise des insignes de chevalier de l’Ordre National du Mérite à  
M. Andries Looijen  

(26 juin 2019, Résidence de France à La Haye) 
Discours prononcé par Philippe Lalliot, Ambassadeur de France aux Pays-Bas 

 
 
Cher Andries Looijen,  
Monsieur le Premier Ministre, 
Mesdames et messieurs, 
Chers amis, 
  
It is a pleasure to welcome you all here, at the Residence of France, to present 
you, Mr. Andries Looijen, with the insignia of Chevalier de l’Ordre National 
du Mérite, especially in the presence of your family and your relatives. 
 
First of all, let me remind you that the Ordre National du Mérite was established 
in 1963 by General De Gaulle to reward military and civilian personnel for their 
service to the French nation. It is one of the most prestigious decoration the 
French Republic can grant and I am particularly proud to bestow it upon you 
tonight.  
 
Mr Andries Looijen, 
 
You are the pillar of the remembrance of the French soldiers who fell in the 
Netherlands during the Second World War and for the liberation of this country. 
The impressive work you have done and continue to do pays a great and 
unparalleled tribute to them. This is also a precious contribution to the 
reconciliation of the peoples of Europe. The Museum you founded and still run, 
the Oorlogsmuseum Vitality in Kapelle, is the most visible testimony to this: it is 
indeed the most complete museum existing on the involvement of French troops 
in the Netherlands during the Second World War.  
 
 
Those who know you and are present with us tonight have all experienced your 
determination, your commitment to this great cause of remembrance, your 
enthusiasm and your ability to put all your energy at the service of your passion. 
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You work hand in hand with the City of Kapelle which is also very much 
involved in maintaining ties with veterans and Orry-la-Ville. This last city is the 
only one in France with a Dutch military cemetery dating back from the Second 
World War. We must indeed not forget: if French soldiers came here to fight for 
the liberation of the Netherlands, Dutch soldiers also died on French territory to 
fight Nazi oppression alongside the Allies and make France a free and sovereign 
country. This is the case for the 114 Dutch people resting in Orry-la-Ville, both 
military and civilian. 
 
Your museum, but also the historical events and ceremonies you organize, 
illustrate the brotherhood of arms born during the Second World War. 
It began in Zeeland and Brabant in May 1940. It continued in 1944 with the 
Princess Irene Brigade in Normandy, the landings of the French fusiliers-
marins commandos in Wassenaar and Zeeland and ultimately the parachuting of 
700 French SAS paratroopers in April 1945 to liberate the province of Drenthe. 
 
But you are certainly the one here tonight who can tell us, in the slightest detail, 
the struggles, the sufferings, the heroic moments that have forever marked the 
history of our two countries and which are also paradoxically 
the premises, because lessons were learned from that tragedy, of European 
reconciliation and the construction of what has since become the European 
Union.  
 
This brotherhood of arms has continued: since 1945, our two countries have 
been fighting shoulder to shoulder  to defend our core values and the most 
fundamental principles of our democracies: peace and freedom, the rule of law 
and international security in Korea, in Cambodia, in former Yugoslavia, in 
Afghanistan, in the Middle-East or in Africa. The Netherlands and France are 
also cooperating in Iraq, in Jordan, Lebanon, Mali, and Lithuania. In 2017, 3 
000 French and Dutch service men and women provided relief to the 
populations of Sint-Maarten after Hurricane Irma.  
 
Andries, 
 
Your efforts, initially of a local reach, are now echoed in French and Dutch 
schools, at regional and national levels. But your collection is such that 
the Oorlogmuseum is not large enough anymore. You now have the project to 
build a new museum, in the shadow of the Kapelle cemetery where you grew up. 
This new museum will be called Memorial 40-45 Kapelle. 
 
To succeed, this ambitious project needs the help of as many people as 
possible. You can already count on the full support of the French Embassy. You 



3 
 

can also count on the help from large companies that want to join you in this 
new exciting endeavor. But we can and must do more together and I hope that 
everybody here tonight will be ready either to contribute or spread the 
word about this great project that will strengthen our ties furthermore.   
 
While all our veterans disappear one by one, what is at stake is not only the 
recognition of a debt for the past, as important as it is, but also the transmission, 
for the future, to the younger generations of our most essential values that 
should never be taken for granted. This duty of memory and all the principles 
that underlie it will be expressed and embodied in this new museum. It is 
nothing less than that which is at stake and justifies our efforts. 
 
In concluding, I would like to thank you again, dear Andries, for all what you 
have done to keep alive the memory of French soldiers who have died on the 
Dutch soil. We owe you, and the decoration I am about to give you is only a 
modest acknowledgment of our immense gratitude for this important work that 
unites our two countries. 
  
Monsieur Andries Looijen, au nom du Président de la République, nous vous 
remettons les insignes de chevalier de l’Ordre National du Mérite. 
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