
 

Votre excellence, monsieur l’Ambassadeur de France, 
Général de Saint Chamas, 
Invites d’honneur, 
Famille et amis, 
 
 
Merci de me faire l’honneur de votre présence aujourd’hui dans cette 
belle résidence de France. Avec votre permission, je poursuivrai mon 
propos en anglais. 
 
I am deeply moved and honoured to receive the Legion d’Honneur, and I 
thank you all for travelling today to The Hague in order to share this 
honour with me; for it represents the effort each of you has contributed 
not only to strengthening bilateral bonds between the French and 
Netherlands Armies, but also in strengthening European partnerships 
within NATO. In essence, I believe this to be basis of the Legion 
d’Honneur - to help and assist each other when needed, to learn from 
each other, and together, to strengthen cooperation between European 
and NATO armies. 
 
The cooperation between our armies goes back a long way. In May in 
Capelle, we commemorate the French soldiers that gave their lives in 
helping us to defend the Netherlands in 1940 and in April 1945 in the 
operation Amherst 700 French paratroopers were dropped in the 
northern part of the Netherlands to liberate this part of our country 
together with the Canadians. And we still are very grateful for that.  
Nowadays we work closely together not only in training but also in 
missions. Looking around this room, I see many people with whom I 
worked together and who supported our cooperation in many ways. 
Present today are French colleagues I worked with in the NATO HQ in 
Heidelberg, in the mission in Afghanistan, at the HQ of 1st German 
Netherlands Corps and in the mission in Mali. The friendship with  
General de Saint Chamas dates back from when we worked together for 
more than a year at the ISAF HQ in Kabul. A very interesting and 
exciting time.  
 
There are many good examples of current cooperation.   
We have a standing bilateral relation between the 13th Light Armored 
brigade with the 9ieme Brigade d´Infanterie de Marine, Dutch military are 
working at Rapid Reaction Corps Lille and at CFT HQ in Lille. At the 
same time, sending people over to the Ecole de Guerre not only proved 
beneficial for bilateral cooperation - when we sent officers to serve in 



 

MINUSMA in Mali, both the knowledge of the French military educational 
system and an international network proved to be essential assets. 
 
When I visited the exercise CITADEL GUIBERT in Mourmelon, I saw the 
Dutch Light Armored Brigade working together with their French 
counterparts 9 BIMa, under 1 French Divsion. And not only this - they 
were also working alongside a UK Armored Infantry brigade with a 
common goal to defeat the exercise’s “enemy” comprised of American 
troops and colleagues of our Belgian partner, the Medium Brigade. All of 
this was evaluated by the exercise director from the Rapid Reaction 
Corps Lille, MGen Gert-Johannes Hagemann from Germany. That is five 
out of six of our Army’s strategic partners within one single exercise. I 
see something similar at the Enhanced Forward Presence in Lithuania; a 
German coalition with the Netherlands, Norway, Belgium, Luxemburg, 
and France providing a troop presence in this Baltic nation, working 
together for NATO and to keep the countries of the Alliance safe from 
external threats. And recently we have seen how the European 
Intervention Initiative can work in practice, with French, Dutch and British 
troops pulled together in the aftermath of Hurricane Irma in the 
Caribbean. And of course we work closely together with Germany and 
Norway in the VJTF.   
 
We are constantly looking to improve our inter-operability. Being able to 
work closely together, exchange information quickly and react fast and 
decisive is essential to be successful in any future mission.  
A mission that we will never execute on our own. We will always work 
together with our partners. Where small groups of countries, land forces, 
working together and setting the example for a stronger Europe within 
NATO. There is far more that unites us, than divides us. 
 
I believe this is what this honor of receiving the Legion d’Honneur on 
behalf of the Royal Netherlands Army represents; working together in 
friendship, making the Alliance stronger  and helping to maintain peace 
in Europe. 
 
Monsieur l’Ambassadeur, général de Saint Chamas (cher Christophe), je 
vous remercie encore pour l’honneur que vous me faites de vous joindre 
à moi aujourd’hui. Mais notamment un grand merci au Colonel Sylvain 
Nogrette pour le travail en coulisses! Merci beaucoup. 


