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Votre Excellence, chers amis, 

 

J’ai l’honneur de vous adresser quelques paroles dans le cadre d’une 

occasion  particulière : la 2ième mission internationale sur les arts et le 

patrimoine culturel de la Ville d’Amsterdam avec comme destination une 

ville unique et merveilleuse: Paris.    

 

Monsieur l’Ambassadeur,  il y a probablement des personnes parmi nous ce 

soir qui ne maîtrisent pas la langue française. C’est la raison pour laquelle je 

me permets de continuer en anglais. 

 

“There is but one Paris and however hard living may sometimes be here, and 

if it became worse and harder even—the French air clears up the brain and 

does good—a world of good.” (Vincent van Gogh, October 1887) 

 

Vincent’s little sister, Willemien, had written to him earlier that Summer, 

stating that she thought Theo looked very poorly. With these words Vincent 

tried to ensure her that is was the city of Paris; its people; its art and 

architecture – and the French way of living – that made him flourish, and  

live the life of the artist he wanted to be.  

 

He wasn’t the only one! Between 1789 and 1914 numerous Dutch artists, 

including Van Spaendonck, Van Dongen, and Mondriaan were drawn to the 

magic of Paris. The art of these Dutch’ in Paris would change forever 

because of the diversity of art, people and politics in this wonderful place in 

France. One-hundred-and-four years later, that has not changed. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen - delegates of this unique cultural mission –, we are 

standing on the shoulder of giants. A century may have passed but the 

cultural ties between our cities have only grown stronger. That is why the 

Dutch are going back again to Paris.  

 

Building on the close relationship our two cities have forged in the last view 

years on a number of topics and issues, including water management, urban 

mobility, tourism and tech/innovation. 

We want to celebrate the existing and diverse cultural exchanges between 

Amsterdam and Paris (and the Netherlands and France), taking place in 2018 

and 2019. For example the Retrospective of Johan Van der Keuken by EYE 



currently in the Centre Pompidou or two special performances of the Royal 

Concertgebouw Orchestra in February and May of  this year in the 

Philharmonie des Paris. The opening of the exhibition ‘The Dutch in Paris 

1789 – 1914’ in Petit Palais later this week or the performances of Théatre 

des Bouffes du Nord in the Stadsschouwburg Amsterdam this year in April. 

 

At the same time we want to, explore new cultural exchanges and seek out 

new partnerships for new programs and activities here in Amsterdam and in 

Paris in the years to come. Both for our cultural institutions, young artists 

and creative entrepreneurs (whom will be joining us for this mission as well). 

 

We can also learn from each other to further develop our cities through 

culture. What role does culture play in the urban (re)development of Paris? 

How can we reach out to a wide variety of audiences and a diversity of 

citizens with our  programming and education in culture and the arts? How 

can we keep our city attractive and livable for (international) artists and 

creatives? Important questions for Amsterdam and golden threads of the 

different program elements of our visit to Paris. 

 

Before I give the floor to you, Ambassador, I would like to express my thanks 

and gratitude to a wide variety of partners that have made this mission 

possible. They include: the City of Paris, the Dutch Embassy in Paris, the 

Dutch and French Ministry of Culture and Amsterdam Marketing. And many 

thanks to the French Embassy for your assistance as well. 

 

I am especially grateful for the partnership with the Ministry of Culture and 

our joint investment in this initiative. It is a testament to the words of the 

late Mayor Van der Laan that a strong partner for the international standing 

and reputation of the Netherlands can be found in Amsterdam. Especially on 

arts and culture.  

 

Dear delegates, I look forward to our journey of next week. Araf Ahmadali, 

project leader of the mission, will give you some final updates in a bit. 

 

Last, but not least: for all the social media users here in this room, I have the 

privilege to introduce to you the hashtag we would like you to use ahead, 

during and after the mission: #AMSinParis 

 

Thank you. 


