
Speech Opening Den Haag 
 
Good morning his Excellency Ambassador of France in the Netherlands Mr Philippe Lalliot, his Excellency Alderman of the 
municipality of Den Haag Mr Bouwdewijn Revis, her Excellency Deputy of the province of Zuid Holland Mrs Bom Lemstra, 
colleagues, friends and partners.  
 
Thank you very much for your presence at this important moment of Decathlon's life in the Netherlands. 
 
In Decathlon, our mission is to make sports accessible for the many, around the world and in the Netherlands. Open this new 
store in Den Haag is the best way to move our project forward. Decathlon has now 10 physical stores and 1 online store in the 
country and we will satisfy more than 2.7 million customers in 2016. 
 
Our project is ambitious, we want to continue to grow and make the pleasure and benefits of sport more and more accessible 
to our users and certainly for the Dutch people that are both sport minded and price conscious and for this we strongly 
support our ambition in:  
 
(1st) our mission and values that inspire us every day;  
 
(2nd) our 700 Decathletes, a growing team of Decathlon ambassadors in the Netherlands passionate for sport that provide 
the best experience for each customer;  
 
(3rd) our exclusive products with the best quality for money ratio for those who want to start a new sport or improve their 
practice, and finally  
 
(4th) our online and physical stores that provide the best experience of choice, test, purchase and interaction. 
 
I want to congratulate our development team to make this opening possible on time and I also want to congratulate Sander 
Ton and all our Decathletes from Den Haag for your fantastic work!  
 
I know there have been hard times and some sacrifice in the last weeks to prepare the store but the final result was worth it 
and will satisfy our customers. Sander and all the team you can be very proud of the work you have been doing! 
 
Thank you to all who made this project possible and thank you for the trust you have placed in Decathlon and in our teams. 
 
We have more ambitions for the Den Haag and Zuid-Holland Region and we will find the right opportunity and partners to 
make this possible. Decathlon will be able to grow and fulfill its ambitions and meet the needs of our users that love sports 
and that help to realize our mission: make sports accessible for the many.  
 
I’m honored to call to the stage his Excellency Ambassador of France in the Netherlands Mr Philippe Lalliot.   
 
            Diogo Monteiro, Decathlon Den Haag, 23 November 2016 


